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Week Three – Objection 1: The Gospels Weren’t Intended as History 
 

Introductory Comments 

- An important question to ask of any historical document is what it is designed to do. 

- This is a simple question of genre: history, biography, myth, etc. 

- Thus today’s topic: Were the Gospels designed to accurately report past events? 

- What’s the other option? They find their origin in the creativity of the early church. 

 

Alternative Option #1 – The Gospels are prophecy made to look like history. 

- Basic Hypothesis: The early church made up stories tos make it look like Jesus fulfilled 
ancient Jewish prophecies. They were meant not to reliably report actual events, but 
rather to express what Jesus meant to his followers (in a spiritual sense). 

- Examples: 

o Baby Jesus journeyed to Egypt and back (see Hosea 11.1) 

o Jesus feeds the multitudes (like Moses only better) 

o Details of Jesus’ crucifixion (compare with, e.g., Psalm 22) 

- Problems with this model: 

o The authors chose obscure prophecies while ignoring typical ones! 

o What about Gospel stories that have nothing to do with any prophecies? 

o This theory simply does not explain our current texts.  

 

Alternative Option #2 – Gospel stories were invented by and for the church. 

- Basic Hypothesis: Most of the Gospel stories do not go back to the real Jesus. They are 
products of the early church, composed long after Jesus’ death in order to express their 
faith and/or provide guidance for questions and controversies in the life of the church.   

- Examples: 

o Jesus turns water into wine (John 2) 

o Jesus’ many healings and exorcisms 

o Jesus’ conflict(s) with Jewish leaders 
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- Problems with this model:  

o Most Gospel stories find no parallel in the early church. (In fact, they only make 
sense in Jesus’ specific first century context.) 

o Many questions and controversies find no parallel in the Gospel stories. 

 Church organization... 

 Role of women... 

 Food sacrificed to idols... 

o It is based on discredited assumptions about the development of Gospel stories. 

 

Let’s put them to the test: Was Mary a virgin when she conceived Jesus? 

- Is this story prophecy made to look like history?  

Isaiah 7.14 

 

- Was this story invented to express the church’s message? 

“Caesar is Lord!” (Or is he?) 

 

- Verdict: Which do you think is more historically probable? 

 

 

 

Concluding Thoughts  

- In addition to being discredited on their own merit, consider this: Many studies show 
that the Gospels are indeed a mixture of ancient biography and history writing. In both 
of these cases the intent is to report with general accuracy on actual events. 

- This week’s blog entries:  

o How can scientific people believe in miracles? 

o Any other questions? 

 


